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GOZENNAN'S COWCN ON HOMELESSNESS

wHERnAS,

WHERtrAS,

WHEREAS,

in Novernber 2015, the U.S. Deparhent of Housing qnd Urban

Development issued the 2015 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to
Congress;

this rqrort estimated 564,7A8 people were homoless in the United States

on a given night, and l*rat 127,787 (or roughly one quartar) of those

individuals were under the age of eighteen;

wHEREAS, this report also tbund that, of those 564,708 people, 96,275 wwe
chronically homeless and 47,7 25 wer.e veteransi

wHEREASn in the timefiame of 2014-2015, Louisiana reduced the number of homoloss
people in families with children by approxirnately fwenty-five percent; in
tha timeframe of 2009-20i5, Louisiana experienced a decrease in
homelessness among veterans of approximately eighty pcrcent, one of the

largest in the nation;

the State has developed a Ten-Year Plan to End HomelessnesslwqaREAs,

wHEREAS, effectively addressing homelessness requires callaboration among state

agoncies, local governments, the private sector, and service provider

notworks to coordinate program developrnent, deliver essential services,

and provide housing; and

whilo many state departnents and agenoies are impacted by and work to
address the challe,lrges presented by homelessness, it is necessary to ensure

that state govemment is coordinating its etforts eftbctivoly with the efforts
of the federal govsrffnent, local govemments, the private sector and

servico provider nefworks.

NOW THERAFORf,, I, JOm{ BEL EDWARI}S, Governor of the state of lnuisiana, by
virtue ofthe authority vested by ths Constitution and laws ofthe State ofLouisiana, do hereby

order and direc.t as follown:

S1CTION l: The Governor's Council on Homelessness (hereafter "Council') is created

within the executive department, Office of the Govemor.

SECTION 2; The duties of the Council shall inolude, but are not limited to, the

followingr

A. ddvising the Governor on issues of concern to Louisiana citizens

concerning homelossness ;

B. Reviewing and updating Louisiana's Tan-Year Plan to End

Homelessness;
C. Monitoring implerne,ntation of Louisiana's Teir-Year Plan to End

Homelessness;



D.

E.

F.

Serving as a resource for information about access to available
services for the homeless population, including housing and
bsnsportation options for the homeless;
Qonsulting and coordinating all activities with the Federal
Interagency Council for the Homeless, HUD, and all other fed€ral
agencies that provide B$sistBnce to the homeless;
Ensuring the services for all homeless persons of the State of
Louisiana are appropriately planned and coordinated, thereby
reducing duplication among programs and activities by state

agencies and othet providerrs;

Recommending improvements to the service delivery system for
the homeless; and

Conducting other activities as may be appropriate and necessary.

On or before January 5, the Council shall submit to the Govemor annual
reports regarding the issues set farth in Section 2 ofthis Order.

The Council shall be composed of a maximum of eleven (ll) membos
who, unless otherwise specified, shall be designated by and serve at the
pleasuro of the Gove'rnor:

1. The attomey genoraln of the attomey general's designee;

2. The oxssutive director of the Louisiana Housing Corporatio4 or
the director's desigrree;

3. The secretary of the Departnent of Veterans Affairs, or the

seoretary's designee;

4, The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services,
or the secretary's designee;

5. The secretary of the Deparlment of Health and Hospitalsn or the
sooretary' s desigrree;

6. The superintendent of the Departrneat of Education, or t}e
superintendent's desi grree;

7, The secretary of the Department of Transportation and
Developme'lrt, or the secretary's designee; and

8, Four (4) at-large membsrs with qualifications deemed appropriate

by the Governor.

The chair of the Council shall be designated by the Governor from the

mernbership of the Council. All othsr officers, if any, shall be elected by
and from the membership of the Council.

The Council shall meet at regularly scheduled intervals and at the call of
the chair.

Council members shall not receive additional compursation or a per diem
from the Ofiice of the Governor for serving on the Council,

Council members who are an employee or an elected public official of the

State of Louisiana or a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana may
seek reinrbursement oftravel expenses, in accordance with PPM 49, &om
their emplolng and/or elected dspartment agency and/or office.

Council mernbsrs who are also a membsr of the l,ouisiana Legislature

may seek a per dtem tom the louisiana State Senats or House of
Representatives, as appropriate, for their attendance.

Support staff, facilitiesn and resources for the Council shall be provided by
the Office of the Governor.

Alt departments, commissions, boards, offices, entities, agencies, and
offrcers of the State of Louisiana, or any political subdivision theteo{, are

authorized and directed to coopsrate with the Council in irnplementing the
provisions of this Order,

G.

H.

SECTION 3:

SECTION 4:

SECTIONS:

SECTION 6:

Sf,CTION 7:

SECTION 8:

SECTION 9:



$ECTION 10:

ATTAST BY
GOVERI.IOR

ARY ST

This Order is effeotive upon sigrrature and shall continue in effest until
amended, modified, terminated, or rsscinded by the Govemor, or
terminated by operation of law.

IN WIINESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand
oflicially and causetl to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the City of Baton
Rouge, on this 3ro day ofJune, 2016.

or' A


